
 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
As you may have heard, some exciting changes are coming for your student as an 8th grader next year! For the 
2018-2019 school year, WCS is providing all 8th grade students with a Lenovo Chromebook for digital learning 
and collaboration. These laptops will initially be housed at school while students receive instruction on digital 
citizenship and proper use before being allowed to take the devices home. 
 
We will be hosting Student/Parent Orientation sessions in August at every school to discuss the device, prepare 
parents and students for expectations in the classroom, and provide information on the web filtering Watauga 
County Schools places on each mobile device. At Orientation, you will be able to pay your student fees (or fill 
out fee waiver paperwork) and sign the Responsible Use Agreement. Please understand your child will not be 
able to use the mobile device, even in the classroom, until all of these steps have been completed. 
 
The $25 fee covers basic school fees and laptop use, as well as a protective sleeve that is the student’s to keep 
through 12th grade and after graduation. In order to protect our investment in technology, it is required for 
your student to use this sleeve for laptop transportation from 8th through 12th grade. 
 
Information regarding the Watauga County Schools 1:1 program can be found at 
www.wataugaschools.org/laptopinfo. This page contains the Student/Parent Mobile Computing Device 
Handbook, which will answer many questions you may have. We encourage students and families to read the 
Handbook together before the Orientation sessions in August. A few frequently asked questions (FAQs) are 
included with this letter, but the Handbook has the most complete information for you and your student. 
 
Continuing a 1:1 environment for our 8th grade students will expand opportunities in their classrooms, prepare 
them for the transition to high school, and foster the growth of 21st-century skills they will need beyond 
graduation. We look forward to partnering with you in this new initiative to serve the students of Watauga 
County Schools! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Scott Elliott, Superintendent 
Meredith Jones, Director of Middle Grades Education 
Ike Smith, Director of Instructional Support Services 
Nancy Zeiss, Director of Technology 
 

  

http://www.wataugaschools.org/laptopinfo


FAQs About Mobile Devices for 8th Graders 
 

What type of mobile device will students receive? 
Students will receive a Lenovo Chromebook with 4GB of 
RAM, 16 GB storage, a physical keyboard, and 11.6-inch 
display. 
  
What filter(s) are in place to protect student from visiting 
harmful websites? 
Watauga County Schools will use a network program to 
block objectionable websites. This filter will also be installed 
on the student mobile devices and filter the internet even off 
campus. While the filter will make a "best effort" at blocking 
all objectionable websites, WCS does not guarantee that all inappropriate sites will be blocked. Parental 
monitoring is the best filter. 
  
Will students be issued a backpack to carry the device? 
Students will not be issued a backpack, but will be required to carry the 
mobile device in the dropin sleeve provided by WCS. The sleeve will 
become the property of the student. If the sleeve is lost, the replacement 
cost will be $12.81. This sleeve may be carried separately or inserted 
into a compartment in the student's backpack. Students may choose to 
personalize their sleeve (e.g. luggage tags, scarves, ribbons, bandanas or 
patches), as long as they are acceptable for school. 
  
Will parents need to purchase additional items for the mobile device? 
Not necessarily, but it is recommended students have a way to backup their documents (e.g. a flash drive). 
  
Will students carry fewer textbooks once they have mobile device? 
Not immediately. This will be a transition over time as teachers begin to use more digital content for instruction 
and assignments. 
  
Will the mobile devices have web cameras? If so, can the camera be used to watch my student? 
The mobile devices have integrated webcams, but the camera can only be activated by the computer user and 
has a light indicating when it is on. It is impossible for anyone to remotely operate the camera to monitor a user 
without his or her knowledge. 
 
 


